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What Do God’s People Believe?

Part XXII
     When one considers the word behavior, synonyms like conduct, performance, actions, and manners come to mind.
   In every society there are certain standards of conduct, {not necessarily religious} which determine what is, and is not socially and/or publically acceptable. 

A Little History
    “In 1878 in the U. S. A., the ‘Ethical Movement’ was initiated by Felix Adler, {1851-1933}. Its aim was to create a society based on moral and not religious values.

    Ethical societies existing in Britain and in the
 U. S. A. united {1952} with world-wide humanist organizations, to form the ‘International Humanists Ethical Union’ 
 {Emphasis supplied}.
    Christian moral behavior and humanistic ethics/values,   are not one in the same {example the social acceptance of gay marriage}.
What does this mean for us?
    First we need to understand that God’s church is very compassionate about helping hurting people everywhere, but her primary mission is not to be absorbed with secular humanism. There are many institutions that serve in that capacity. 
     However, that doesn’t mean God’s church is to neglect those who are in dire need. We have world-wide ministries i.e. Adventist Community Services, and Adventist Disaster and Relief Agency, which minister to humanitarian needs, but our primary mission and focus is to propagate the “Ever-lasting Gospel” 
 in the context of the Three Angel’s Messages to the world.

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season
    What does all this have to do with our behavior? God’s church is very active and visible around the world, and is under intense scrutiny. This is why the “Comely Woman” 
  must be dressed in the full regalia of Christ’s Righteousness and not our own.
Seventh-day Adventists Believe…
22. Christian Behavior

    “We are called to be a godly people who think, feel, and act with the principles of heaven. For the Spirit to recreate in us the character of our Lord we involve ourselves only in those things which will produce Christ-like purity, health, and joy in our lives.
    This means that our amusement, and entertainment should meet the highest standards of Christian taste and beauty.

    While recognizing cultural differences, our dress is to be simple, modest, and neat, befitting those whose true beauty does not consist of outward adornment but in the imperishable ornament of a gentle and quiet spirit. 
    It also means because our bodies are the temple of the Holy Spirit, we are to care for them intelligently. Along with adequate exercise and rest, we are to adopt the most healthful diet possible and abstain from unclean foods identified in the Scriptures.
    Since alcoholic beverages, tobacco, and the use of drugs are harmful to our bodies, we are to abstain from them as well. Instead we are to engage in whatever brings our thoughts  and bodies  into the discipline of Christ, who desires our wholesomeness, joy,  and goodness,” 
 {Rom. 12:1, 2; I John  2:6; Eph. 5:1-21;  Phil. 4:8;  II Cor. 10:5; 6:14-7:1;  I Pet. 3:1-4, I Cor. 3:16, 17; 6:19, 20;  10:31;  Lev. 11:1-47;  II John 2, Emphasis supplied}.
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