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What Do God’s People Believe?
Part XXIV-B

    Today orthodox Jews still celebrate the annual “Day of Atonement” {Day of Judgment} known as “Yom Kippur.” This year it is celebrated on Sept 30. 
    The Jewish economy, {sacrificial system and ceremonial laws} ended at the cross in A. D. 31, when Jesus, the ‘Lamb of God’ was slain.   God doesn’t require His remnant people to keep any feast days of antiquity however, we are living in the final probationary period - the Antitypical “Day of Judgment,” and court is now in session, in the heavenly sanctuary.
    As the Jewish high priests carried out their work of intercession in the Most Holy Place once a year, Jesus intercedes for us in the sanctuary above as our High Priest.
    “A careful study of Daniel 8&9 teaches that in 1844 Christ began the final phase of His ministry in {The Most Holy Place} of the heavenly sanctuary which corresponds to the earthly “Day of Atonement.” The earthly being a “Type” {patterned after or copy of} and the heavenly being the “Antitype”-original {emphasis supplied}.
    A Celestial being said to Daniel in vision, “Unto two thousand and three hundred days; then shall the sanctuary be cleansed “{Daniel 8:14 KJV}. When realizing the 2300 day prophecy began at the same time period as the 70 weeks in Daniel chapter 9 {the word decreed,   or determined, ‘KJV’ transliterated from Hebrew word chathak means cut off from, divide and/or amputate} [footnoteRef:1] therefore verse 24 suggests that the 70 weeks were cut off from- a longer period of prophecy beginning at the decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem’” {Daniel 9:25 emphasis supplied}. [1:  Maxwell, Mervyn C. God Cares, Vol. 1, Boise, Idaho, Pacific Press, 1981, 
  pp. 204-210.] 

    There were three decrees; {Cyrus’ in 538-7 B. C., Darius’ in 519-520 B. C.}  to restore and rebuild Jerusalem. The 3rd was issued by King Artaxerxes Longimanus, which coincides with his 	7th year, Ezra 7:7, 13, 25 as king in 457 B. C. and it was his decree that gave Israel full sovereignty as a nation once again.
    Using the day-year principle {Ezek. 4:6; Num. 14:34} to interpret Bible prophecy the 2300 days extended to 1844.” [footnoteRef:2] [2:  We Believe. “Signs of the Times Magazine-Special Edition,” pp. 30, 31.] 


What does this mean for us?

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season

The Ministry in the Heavenly Sanctuary

    “The message of the sanctuary was a message of salvation. God used its services to proclaim the Gospel {Heb. 4:2}.  The earthly sanctuary services were ‘a symbol {parabole in Greek-a parable} for the present time” – until Christ’s first advent {Heb. 9:9, 10, NASB}. 
    ‘Through symbol and ritual God purposed by means of this gospel-parable to focus the faith of Israel  upon the sacrifice  and priestly ministry of the world’s Redeemer, the ‘Lamb of God,’ who would take away the sin of the world {Gal. 3:23; John 1:29}.”
   The sanctuary illustrated three phases of Christ’s ministry: 1. the substitutionary sacrifice, 2. the priestly mediation, and 3. the final judgment. “ [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Seventh-day Adventist Believe, “A Biblical Exposition of Fundamental 
  Beliefs, 2005” p. 349.] 


The First Angel’s Message

   “Given the fact that the ‘cleansing’ of the sanctuary suggests a work of judgment, and because Daniel 8:14 this judgment will begin at the conclusion of the 2,300 days {or years}, the message of the first angel of Revelation 14 has special significance for us today.
    This angelic message states in part ‘Fear God and give glory to Him for the hour of his judgment is come…’
    It is impossible to exaggerate the seriousness of this time of judgment since, when the heavenly tribunal completes its work, Jesus will return and take those to heaven those who obey God’s commandments and remain faithful to Jesus ” [footnoteRef:4] {Revelation 14:12, emphasis supplied}. [4:  “Signs of the Times-Special Edition,” p. 31.] 


To be continued…
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