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“TWO PARTIES”
God’s inspired messenger warned us in the last days “… Divisions will come in the church. Two parties (wheats and tares) will be developed. The wheat and tares grow up together until the harvest (Matt. 13:24-30). There will be a shaking of the sieve. The chaff must in time be separated from the wheat. Because iniquity abounds, the love of many waxes cold. It is the very time when the genuine will be the strongest. The Lord is soon to come. There must be a refining, a winnowing (sorting) process in every church, for there are among us wicked men who do not love the truth or honor God…” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  E. G. White. Last Day Events, pp. 172, 173.] 

“And the Lord said, Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to have you that he may sift you as wheat: But I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail not: and when thou art converted, strengthen thy brethern.” Luke 22:31, 32 KJV

The Scripture states that Peter had a somewhat pompous attitude thinking he was in himself invincible, but the Lord assured Peter that he wasn’t the man he thought himself to be. Jesus told Peter how he would deny Him 3 times before the roster crowed (Luke 22:33, 34).

What does this mean for us?

Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season

“We are in the shaking time. The time when everything that can be shaken will be shaken. The Lord will not excuse those who know the truth if they do not in word and deed obey His commands… The time is not far distant when the test will come to every soul. The mark of the beast will be urged upon us. Those who have step by step yielded to worldly demands and conformed to worldly customs will not find it a hard matter to yield to the powers that be, rather than subject themselves to derision, insult, threatened imprisonment, and death. The contest is between the commandments of God and the commandments of men. In this time the gold will be separated from the dross (tares/wheat) in the church…. As trials thicken around us, both separation and unity will be seen in our ranks. Some who are now ready to take up weapons of warfare will in time of real peril (like Peter) make it manifest that they have not built upon the solid rock; they will yield to temptation. Those who have had great light and precious privileges but have not improved them will, under one prtext or another, go out from us…” [footnoteRef:2] [2:  White. Ibid, pp. 173-175.] 

Decision Time

When Jesus comes, to avoid getting cast aside as being in the party of tares, we can only have guaranteed membership in the party of wheat by standing firm in and on 
Christ, the Solid Rock

Peter’s Dilemma!

“Therefore, let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.” I Cor. 10:12 NKJV
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