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“Independence for Whom?”
 On July 4 United States celebrated the 250th year anniversary of the Independence of our country. There were many speeches, and tributes given, family gatherings, and fireworks displays to celebrate the event!
What does this mean for us?
Independence here in the United States is supposed to mean, liberty and justice for all! Not just certain classes of people, cultures, ethnicities or political affiliations! When Jesus went to the cross in our stead for our sins, provision was made for all who accept His sin-pardoning sacrifice, not just certain classes of people.  AMEN! He took away our filthy robes of righteousness (See Isaiah 64:6) and clothed us with His righteousness. Every day we need to praise Him for His sacrifice for taking on the shame of that Old Rugged Cross, redeeming us from our sinful life. We also need to be thankful that here in America we still have the freedoms to worship according to the dictates of our conscience! However, we know according to God’s Word this freedom is going to change.
Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season
    The prophet John while in vision on the Isle of Patmos (Rev.1:9) saw a blasphemous Beast (Nation/kingdom Daniel 7:17, 23) rise out of the sea (Rev. 13:1-10; water 17:15). John then saw a second Beast (Nation/Kingdom Daniel 9:17, 23) come out of the earth (Rev. 13:11-17) that forces all who live on the earth, both small and great, rich or poor to worship the blasphemous first Beast and receive his mark of authority or be killed! 
No one knows the day or the hour of the fulfillment of these prophecies but we need to be always ready for our Savior’s return!

Something to pray about!

Starting in 2030, Texas public school students will be required to read selected Bible passages as part of a state-mandated reading list. The rollout of the mandatory Bible readings will be staggered, beginning with elementary school students in 2030 and continuing through middle and high school. Students as young as six will read picture-book adaptations of stories like Noah’s Ark, David and Goliath, and Daniel and the Lion’s Den. By fourth grade, students encounter passages from the New Testament, including teachings from Jesus such as Luke 14:7-11. High school students will read passages from Genesis, Job, Jonah, Psalms, and other biblical texts, often paired with classic literature. Texas is the first U.S. state to mandate Bible readings as part of a statewide K-12 curriculum. The program is designed to integrate biblical stories with literature and social studies, but it raises significant constitutional, educational, and social questions. Implementation begins in 2030, with opt-out provisions available for students whose religious or moral beliefs conflict with the readings…” 
“Congress shall make no law respecting the establishment of religion or prohibiting the free exercise thereof.” [footnoteRef:1] [1:  1st Amendment of the United States Constitution.”] 

“The absurd and erroneous doctrines or ravings in defense of liberty of conscience are a most pestilential error-a pest, of all others most to be dreaded in a state. “ [footnoteRef:2] [2:  Pope Pius IX, Encyclical Letter, Aug. 15, 1854.] 

“If Christians unite, we can do anything. We can pass any law or amendment, and that is exactly what we intend to do.” [footnoteRef:3] [3:  Liberty Magazine, May/June Issue, 1980.] 

“Separation of church and state is a dangerous concept… and is not found in the constitution, it leads to all sorts of trouble-such as trying to keep godly principles out of legislation. Wipe the phrase, separation of church and state out of your vocabulary.” [footnoteRef:4] [4:  Moral Majority’s Washington State Newspaper, August, 1980.] 
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