These Perilous Times
Vol. 18, No. 14, July 21, 2026

“Signs”
(Is Seeing Believing?)

“But Thomas, one of the twelve, called Didymus, was not with them when Jesus came.
The other disciples therefore said unto him, we have seen the Lord. But he said unto them, “Except I shall see in his hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my hand into his side, I will not believe” John 20:24, 25.

“Then some of the scribes and Pharisees answered, saying, “Teacher, we want to see a sign from You.” But He answered and said to them, “An evil and adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah, “Mattherw 12:38, 39.

    In the afore mentioned passage, Jesus is addressing the scribes and Pharisees — religious leaders of His time who were skeptical of His authority. “They refused to accept who Christ was because they had not accepted the OT Scriptures that testified of Him (See John 4:15-47). In what sense was Jonah a sign? The answer lies in those aspects of Jonah’s ministry which Christ now comments. The first of these signs in the experience of Jonah was his encounter with the monster of the deep, the second, his successful preaching to the people of Ninevah…”[footnoteRef:1] They asked for a miraculous sign to confirm His teachings. Jesus’ response is both a rebuke  [1:  SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 5, pp. 398, 399.] 

and a prophetic statement. ““Then the Pharisees and Sadducees came and testing Him asked that He would show them a sign from heaven. He answered and said to them when it is evening you say, it will be fair weather for the sky is red; and in the morning, it will be foul weather today: for the sky is red and threatening.  Hypocrites, you know how to discern the face of the sky; but you cannot discern the signs of the times? Matthew 16:1-3 NKJV

“And while the crowds were thickly gathered together, He began to say, “This is an evil generation. It seeks a sign, and no sign will be given to it except the sign of Jonah the prophet. 30 For as Jonah became a sign to the Ninevites, so also the Son of Man will be to this
 generation. Luke 11:29, 30 NKJV

What does this mean for us?
Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season

 “… And it shall come to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams:  And on my servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy:  And I will shew wonders in heaven above, and signs in the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of smoke:  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before that great and notable day of the Lord come:  And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved.” Acts 2:16-21

Unlike Thomas, the scribes, Pharisees, and Sadducees we do not need to ask for miracles or signs to prove the validity of God’s written Word. We must have faith in God’s Word.
"Jesus said to him, 'Thomas, because you have seen Me, you have believed. Blessed are they who have not seen and yet have believed.'" John 20:29

Jesus answered his disciples concerning their questions regarding His return and the end of the world by telling them to be aware of various signs (See Matt. Chapter 24 for full details).
“Now learn a parable from the fig tree. When its branch has already become tender and puts forth leaves, you know that summer is near. So, you also, when you see all these things, know that it is near even at the doors! Matt. 24:33
“…Rulers and statesmen, men who occupy positions of trust and authority, thinking men and women of all classes have their attention fixed upon the events taking place about us. They are watching the relations that exist among the nations…They observe the intensity that is taking possession of every earthly element…the calamities by land and sea, the unsettled state of society, the alarms of war are portentous. They forecast approaching events of the greatest magnitude. The agencies of evil are combining their forces and consolidating. They are strengthening for the last great crisis. Great changes are soon to take place in our world, and THE FINAL MOVEMENTS WILL BE RAPID ONES.”[footnoteRef:2] [2:  E. G. White. Last Day Events, p. 11.] 



