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“Armageddon-Spiritual or Literal?”
(Part III)

    In the last issue of TPT we looked at the sixth of the seventh last plagues. We concluded that the drying up of the Euphrates River was symbolic, eradicating “Spiritual Babylon,” and its supporters, as opposed to the literal drying up of the Euphrates to eradicate literal Babylon which happened thousands of years ago. The kings of the east, literally and spiritually, represent Jesus and the heavenly host, when He comes to rescue His people from this wicked world [footnoteRef:1] (See also The Great Controversy Chapters 41, 42).  Other historians and theologians conclude that the drying up of the Euphrates River symbolically represents the demise of the “Ottoman Empire.” [footnoteRef:2]  [1:  Jude 14; Rev. 5:11.]  [2:  SDA Bible Commentary, Vol. 7, pp. 842-845.] 

   As we continue our study of the sixth, of the seven last plagues, we notice more details and symbolism, concerning this spiritual and somewhat conventional warfare just before Jesus returns.

“And I saw three unclean spirits like frogs come out of the mouth of the dragon, and of the mouth of the beast, and out of the mouth of the false prophet, for they are the spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, to gather them to the battle of that great day of God Almighty.”
Revelation. 16:13, 14 (Emphasis supplied)  
	
     SDA theologians, through much study agree that the three “unclean spirits” is a threefold alliance between the “dragon” representing Satan, and spiritism, the “Beast” representing the papacy/Catholicism, and the “False Prophet” representing apostate Protestantism. This three-fold union is called “Babylon the Great,” in Revelation chapter 17.
    Historically speaking, three “frogs” symbolized an ancient Egyptian deity, maybe this has no real significance except perhaps for the number three; three entities working as one-a false trinity.  Many find frogs to be abhorrent, as our Lord finds spiritism, apostasy, and the propagating of Babylonian wine-confusion concerning Bible teachings. It’s also a known fact that frogs catch their prey with their tongues which of course comes out of their mouths. This three-fold union uses their tongues to speak and propagate false doctrines, in an attempt to deceive the whole world, (Matt. 24:24).
    “In essence this war that we are talking about (Armageddon) has actually been going on since Satan tempted Eve in Eden. It’s the age old conflict between good and evil, and it’s been going on inside you and me for all our lives. Every person involved in a war has to make choices, from the general who plans the overall strategy to the soldier crawling through the mud and grass, trying to decide whether to shoot the enemy or take him prisoner.
    Since every human being will join one side or the other, we can conclude that Armageddon will not be limited to one spot on earth.” [footnoteRef:3] The battlefield will be the globe. Many theologians still insist that the battle is yet in the future, I would like to submit that the consequence of our choice is indeed yet future, that’s why we must choose Jesus today. This spiritual war as stated in another issue of TPT will produce more causalities than all the conventional wars on this earth combined. [3:  Marvin Moore. Armageddon-The Devil’s Pay Day, Boise Idaho, Pacific Press Publishing Assn., 1995, pp. 12-14.] 

    Let’s notice the warning and urgency in the following text.

“Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed is he that watcheth, and keepeth 
his garments, lest he walk naked, and they see his shame.” 
Revelation 16:15 KJV (See also Matt. 23:43, 44 Emphasis supplied) 

The Real Issue

   When the war finally ends, only two classes of people emerge, the saved and the lost! Our personal opinion concerning   the literal time frame of commencement and/or fruition of Armageddon is really insignificant. The real issue is, whose camp we will be in when Jesus says, “IT IS DONE!”
[image: ]

	
3

image1.jpg




