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Armageddon-Spiritual or Literal”
(Part II)

    During the “sixth,” of the “seven last plagues,” we can see many   cataclysmic events occurring almost simultaneously just before Jesus announces, “It is Done.” [footnoteRef:1]  [1:  Rev. 16:17.] 

    Let’s focus on some of those events and see how they are connected to “Armageddon.”

“And the sixth angel poured out his vial upon the great river Euphrates; and the water thereof was dried up, that the way of the kings of the east might be prepared.” Rev. 16:12 KJV
(Emphasis supplied)

What does this mean for us?
Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season
    
    The first thing we notice (in verse 12) is the sixth angel, who was given power from God to deliver the sixth plague, “pours out his vial (bowl) on the great Euphrates River-drying it up, to prepare the way of the kings of the east.” 
    If we view this text literally, rather than symbolically we would arrive at the wrong interpretation. Ask yourself this question; what would be the need to “literally” dry up the Euphrates River just before our Lord returns? 
   When studying the prophecies of Revelation, especially those dealing with the seven last plagues, as outlined in chapter 16, some of the prophecies are to be interpreted literally and others symbolically. 
    The Bible teaches that there is a “literal 
Israel,” [footnoteRef:2] and, a “spiritual Israel,” [footnoteRef:3]  a “literal Babylon,” [footnoteRef:4] and a “spiritual Babylon.” [footnoteRef:5] Example: Literal Babylon hasn’t existed for thousands of years, and today according to history its ruins lie under the desert sands of the country of Iraq. [2:  Gen. 32:27-32; 35:19-15; I Kings 18:31.]  [3:  Romans 2:27-29; Gal. 3:26-29; 5:1-6.]  [4:  Dan. 1:1; 2:24, 49; 3:1, 12; 4:6, 30; 5:7; II Kings 17:24; 24:1; Isa. 13:17-
  22.]  [5:  Rev. 14:8; 16:19; 17:1-7; 18:2-5, 10, 21.] 

   Letting the Bible interpret itself, what does water symbolize in Bible prophecy? “…peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues.” [footnoteRef:6]  As students of Bible Prophecy we are familiar with a time when the Euphrates River was “literally” dried up (actually diverted) to allow God’s anointed servant Cyrus (King of  Persia  [footnoteRef:7] ) to deliver God’s captive people from Babylon. [footnoteRef:8] Cyrus was literally a rescuer from the east. [6:  Rev. 17:15.]  [7:  Ezra 1:1; 3:7; 4:3, 5]  [8:  Isa. 44:27, 28; 45:1, 2; Jer. 51:58-64; Ezra 1:1-8. ] 

   When Jesus returns for His people, He is our literal and spiritual rescuer from the east-taking us out of this sinful world. He will be seen by everyone living. “…as the lightening comes out of the east and shines even unto the west…” [footnoteRef:9] He is the King who comes from the east, and His heavenly hosts come with Him.  [9:  Matt. 2:1, 2; 24:27; Rev. 7:2; 15:3; 17:14; 19:16.] 

    The wise men also came from the east to witness baby Jesus, the new born King. 
    I would like to submit that the “symbolic,” drying up of the Euphrates River will be the “literal” destruction of those peoples, multitudes, nations, and tongues (kingdoms/horns) that are supporters of the beast power-“Spiritual Babylon.”
    Most importantly, we must remember where the “cosmic conflict” began between God and Satan-good and evil, “…and there was war in heaven…” [footnoteRef:10] [10:  Rev. 12:7-9.] 

    In the previous issue of TPT we discovered there are some names that scholars suggest could be a Hebrew transliteration of Armageddon i.e.  (Her-Moed… “Mount of the Congregation,” Har-Megiddo… “Mountain of Megiddo,” Har-Moedeth… “Mountain of God/Dwelling Place” Her-Migdo, etc.).   But there is no mention in anywhere in Scripture, to support a mountain and/or valley with the “specific name” Armageddon that translates to such a battle place location. 
    There is a valley however, the “Valley of Migiddo” in Israel, located near Mount Carmel where Elijah confronted the priests of Baal 3000 years ago, [footnoteRef:11] where some futurists-thinking evangelical theologians believe the battle will commence. [11:  Moore, Marvin. What Revelation says about Armageddon, “Signs Of
    The Times Magazine,”  Nampa, ID, Pacific Press Publishing Assn., 
    March, 2010, pp. 32-36.] 

   Let’s notice a two specific Bible texts   that will perhaps give us a clearer understanding of the spiritual aspect of the final battle.

“Great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised, in the city of our God, in the mountain of His holiness. Beautiful for situation, the joy of the whole earth, is mount Zion in the sides of the north, the city of the great King.”
KJV Psalms 48:1, 2 (Emphasis supplied)

“For thou hast said in thine heart, I will ascend to heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit upon the mount of the congregation in the sides of the north… I will be like the most High.” Isaiah 14: 13, 14 KJV
(Emphasis supplied)

  The Battle of Armageddon is a spiritual war over worship. It is a Spiritual battle that began thousands of years ago, between God and Satan-Good and evil, and we are all engaged in this war. We are on one side or the other. Unfortunately there will be millions of casualties before Jesus returns-people still standing in the land of indecision!  The Bible states: “We can’t serve two masters…” [footnoteRef:12]                                                                                                                                            When the war is finally over, and only the fallout remains, whom ever received your allegiance-will be the determining issue!  [12:  Matt. 6:24.] 


More to come  
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