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“Armageddon-Spiritual or Literal?” 
(Part I)

   What is this mysterious battle called Armageddon that everyone seems to fear so much?  Could   it be a nuclear holocaust? Is the battle literal, spiritual, figurative, or all of the above? Is there more than one segment to the battle?
 The next few issues of TPT will focus on these important questions, and provide you with a Biblical perspective-not merely speculation. 
“And he gathered then together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. And the seventh angel poured out his vial into the air and there came a great voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, saying, It is done.” Revelation 16:16, 17 KJV (Emphasis supplied)


    According to Revelation 16 the Battle of Armageddon culminates during the seventh, of the seven last plagues.  When our Savior speaks those final words; “It is done” probation is forever closed!  Good News for those who chose Jesus! Bad News for those who didn’t! We will look at this in more detail in other issues of TPT.
    If one enters the name Armageddon into their favorite search engine the internet lists about thirteen million sites that are associated with the name Armageddon-yet it is mentioned only once in the entire Bible. As a matter of fact, the majority of people living in the world today haven’t got a clue, when, and where the battle will take place, or what it entails. 
    As we prayerfully, and systematically let God’s Word interpret itself, it will become quite evident what the Battle of Armageddon indeed is.
              Revelation 20:7-10, states that the final battle on Earth takes place after the
Millennium, and after God’s people have already made their choice to follow Christ, and after “New Jerusalem descends to earth.” 
What does this mean for us?
Obvious Signs Do Tell The Season
“When the thousand years are expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and shall go to deceive the nations which are in the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to gather them together to battle the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.” And they went up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the camp of the saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God and devoured them.” Rev. 20:7-9 KJV (Emphasis supplied)
    When God gave the prophecies of Revelation (the revealing of Jesus Christ) to His servant John, they were to be understood, and a special “blessing is pronounced on those who read, hear, and keep those things the prophecy 
declares which are written in the book! “

    Before we consider what the Battle of Armageddon is or is not, let’s consider some of the names and Biblical locations “applied” to Armageddon by various Bible theologians and commentators.
· Har-moed “Mount of the Congregation”

· Har-Megiddo - “Mountain of Megiddo”
· Har-Moedeth –“Mountain of God’s Throne/Dwelling Place” (See Ps. 48:1, 2)

· Har-Migdo – “His Fruitful Mountain,” or Mount Zion

· “The Valley of Jehoshaphat” (See Joel 3:2, 12)

· “The Valley of Jezreel,” (See Joshua 17:17; Judges 6:33)

· “The Plain-Valley of Migeddon/Esdraelon” (See Zachariah 12:11)
· “The Valley of Megiddo-from moed, place of assembly” (See II Chron. 35:22; II Kings 23: 29, 30)

    Migiddon/Migiddo: “A strong Canaanite fortress mentioned first in the cuneiform (wedge-shaped strokes used in ancient writings imprinted on soft clay, which became readable hard tablets when baked dried) texts of Ebla in the patriarchal period. It was situated at the foot of the Carmel ridge on the northeastern side. Along with the fortress cities of Taanach and Beth-shean to the southeast, Migiddo was able to control the whole “Plain of Esdraelon, and thus also the trunk roads from Egypt to Syria, and Babylonia. The geographical size of Megiddo is approximately 18 x 20 miles, hardly large enough to contain the population of one of America’s average cities, let alone marshal in all the armed-forces and the people of the world in one small piece of real estate for a final battle.” Therefore the Battle of Armageddon cannot be a conventional one as many conjecture.
    Armageddon: “(Greek Harmagedon)… a composite transliteration from the Hebrew. Opinions differ as to what Hebrew words the Greek transliteration represents. The first component, Har, means “mountain” or if it is a transliteration of the Hebrew “ar or ir” it would mean “city.” The second component “Megedon,” may be from the Hebrew, “Megiddo” or “Megiddon” (I Kings 9:15), the city of “Megiddo, “or possibly, though improbably, from “moed,” the word commonly used throughout the O.T. for “congregation” (EX. 27:21, etc.), or “place of assembly” (Lam. 1:15; 2:6). In Isaiah 14:13 “Har-moed” is translated “mount of the congregation” or “mount of assembly,” and designates the hill on which the “king of Babylon,” “king of Tyre/Tyrus Satan aspires to sit…”
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More to come in future issues
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